THE   EXPANSION   OJP   ISLAM   IN   THE   MEDITERRANEAN
system.1 The continuation of the Mediterranean unity was still
visible here, though it disappeared later.
These maritime cities of the South retained a fleet In 820 there
is mention 'of eight merchant vessels returning from Sardinia to
Italy2 which were captured by Saracen pirates. One must conclude
that it was with their ships that the African expedition of Boniface
of Tuscany was undertaken in 828, for we know that there was
an understanding to this effect between the two Emperors.
The Pope spoke to Charlemagne of the Greek ships (naves
Graecorum gentis] which he had caused to be burned at Civita
Vecchia. Sometimes these ships may have sailed as far as the coast
of Provence, and they may have made their appearance in the
9th century at Marseilles and Aries. But the navigation of these
cities gravitated toward the Levant, and its orbit was Byzantine.
Yet this did not prevent them, any more than the Venetians, from
maintaining relations with the Arab ports of Spain and Africa,
and even, like die Neapolitans, of coming to the help of the latter
in the attack upon Sicily. Such behaviour was due to a mentality
like that of the obliging allies who furnished munitions to Germany
during the Great War.
In 879 the Greek admiral sent to defend Sicily held up numbers
of merchant vessels which, despite the War, were trading between
Italy and Sicily. He took such quantities of oil from them—a
proof that they were coming from Africa—that the price of this
commodity in Constantinople fell to a derisory figure.3
This trade between the ports of Southern Italy and the Musul-
mans was also a trade in slaves. The Pope rebuked them for it.4
Already, in 836, the treaty between Naples and the Duke of Bene-
vento granted the merchants of the city the widest commercial
liberty within the duchy, to which they were probably indispen-
sable. But it forbade them to buy Lombard slaves for the purpose
1	engel and serrure, Traitt de numismatique, p. 288.
2	Annales regni Francorum, a° 820, ed. KtmzE, m.g.h. ss. in us. schol, p. 153:
In Italico man octo naves negotiatomm de Sardinia*ad Italium revertentium.
8 gay, op. tit.t p, 112.	* Ibid., p. 33.

